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March 6, 2008, Yellowknife
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Minuscule Increase to Northern Residents Tax Deduction: an Insult
 

A motion by Dennis Bevington, NDP Member of Parliament for Western Arctic, to increase the Northern Residents Tax Exemption has had some positive results, thanks to the hard work of dozens of labour activists and their allies, thanks also to the thousands of northern residents and other Canadians who signed a petition in support of this motion.

 

Unfortunately, the Conservatives proposed increase of 10% to the deduction in the February 26 budget that was adopted by the House of Commons this week falls far short of the intent of the motion which called for an immediate increase of 50% and annual indexation tied to the Canadian Consumer Price Index.

 

"The Harper Conservatives are throwing crumbs at northern residents to silence them. The fight for fiscal fairness will have to go on." says Jean-Francois Des Lauriers, PSAC's Regional Executive Vice-President for the North.

 

The measure is retroactive to January 1st, 2008.  The family rate of $5,475 per annum will increase to $6,022.50.  The daily rate of $15 will increase to $16.50.

 

The Liberal MP for the Yukon, the Honourable Larry Bagnell, also tabled the petition he had received from his constituents in support of increasing the tax deduction.
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For more information, please contact Jean-François Des Lauriers at 867-669-0991
